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Romans III. 1 
77 hat a then Bath the «Jew? — 


HEN the Chriſtian Religion firſt 


world, there was nothing gave 
1t a more viſible, as well as a 


more amiable diſtinction, than its peaceable 
diſpoſition ; and that peculiar harmony, and 
affectionate agreement which prevailed amongſt 
its early converts. Nevertheleſs, as it was not 
to be expected that all their paſt errors ſhould 


be immediately corrected and removed, ſome 


difficulties at the firſt could not well fail of 


occurring to them, and of producing ſome 
diſputes amongſt them. Accordingly, we find 
it to have been a queſtion warmly debated in 


the Apoſtle's days, whether the ritual law of 


Moſes ſhould be ſuperſeded by the coming in 
of a new and better diſpenſation. The Fews 


of that time who had been converted to 


Chriſtianity, could not, it ſeems, at once fore- 


0 


made its appearance in the 
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_ 
go all the prejudices of their former educa- 
tion; but were ſtill tenacious of thoſe cere- 
monies to which they had been long accuſ- 
tomed, and which they knew to have been 
originally of divine appointment. Nor were 
they contented with this, but deſirous of load- 


ing even the Gentile converts with the yoke 


which they had received from their fathers, 
tho' it was ſuch as neither they nor their g. 


thers were able to bear. * 


IN . to theſe miſtaken open 


ſions of his countrymen, our Apoſtle in ſeveral | 
parts of his writings enters upon this contro- 


verſy, always deciding it in favour of the Gen- 


tile converts, and conſtantly confirming to 
them the liberty wwherewith Chrift had made 


them Free. But from his enlarging ſo parti- 
cularly on this topick to the Chriſtians at 
Rome, it is probable enough he had diſcovered 
them to have been not unſuſceptible of the 
fame prejudices. Some of the Gentile converts 


may eaſily be ſuppoſed to have entertained a 


very high reverence for the Jewiſb nation; 


and conſidering them as the choſen people of 


God, and of whom as concerning the fleſh Chriſt 


himſelf came, © might be inclined to pay an 


a Acts 15. 10. b Galat. 5.1, © Rom. 9.5. 
= undue 


l 

undue deference to their opinion and direc- 
tions. It became neceſfary therefore for the 
Apoſtle to furniſh theſe new converts with a 
full and accurate confutation of this miſtake; 
tho at the ſame time he has endeavoured to 
do it in ſuch a manner, as to avoid the giving 
offence to thoſe of his own nation. It was for 
their effectual converſion,he was, Fit were palſi- 
ble, more abundantly ſollicitous. He acknow- 
leges, and even glories in, his relation to them, 
as far as he could think any glorying allowable. 
He enumerates, in another part of his Epiſtle, 
the many and great privileges their birthright 
had intitled them to. And, as a yet further 
proof of his regard for them, he offers ſome 
fort of apology for their weakneſs ; allowing, 
that ſince all thoſe privileges are either tranſ- 
ferred to, or ſuperſeded by the Goſpel in which 
the Gentiles are admitted to an equal ſhare 
with the Fews, it is natural for the latter of 
theſe to aſk, — What advantoge then hath the 
few ? - — a 


Tuts is the connexion of the words: 
but I ſhall beg leave to treat of them as an 
independent queſtion, without their reference 

| to a controvetly that has long ſince ceaſed ; 
and enquire, 55 
+ * Wu AT 


[4] 


| Wrar advantages the Jeu enjoyed above | 
the Gentiles, under their diſpenſation, conſi- 


dered either in itſelf, or as an introduction to 


the Goſpel. 


AFTER which, I ſhall cent to a further 


ſubje& of enquiry; namely, What improve- 


ments this people are either known, or juſtly 


ſuppoſed, to have made under ſuch extraordi- | 
nary means. | 5 8 


Is e e e chin: o-lugie lhcb 


moſt obvious advantage, and with which the 


facred writings themſelves begin; their being 


made acquainted with the creative power and 


goodneſs of God, and with the primitive and 
preſent ſtate of mankind. The Jeus mult in 
this reſpect be allowed to have enjoyed a moſt 


ſignal advantage not only above the. Gentile 


world in general, but above the beſt and wiſeſt 
of their Philoſophers. They indeed plainly 
enough perceived that the world was over- 
ſpread with wickedneſs, and that the man- 
ners of moſt people were ſuch as even their 


own unimproved reaſon could not but con- 
demn; yet all this while, they knew not that 


it was a ſtate of degeneracy. Unaſſiſted rea- 
ſon found itſelf perplexed with inextricable diff 


culties, 


134 
culties, whenever it attempted to account for 
the origin of Evil; ſo that ſome of them had 


recourſe to the abſurd hypotheſis of two inde- 


pendent Principles, the one good and the 


other evil. — But the Jews were poſſeſſed of 


an authentic hiſtory, from whence they were 


aſſured of the perfection and innocence in 


which our firſt parents were created; and in 
which there was a clear and diſtinct account 


of the manner and circumſtances of their fall, 
and of the fatal effects it had on themſelves 


and all their deſcendants. 


TAE earlieſt . of mankind in the 
heathen world, appear not to have been ut- 


terly unacquainted with the nature of the Su- 
preme Being, and their own relation towards 


him. But when, in directing people to a 
knowlege of their Creator, fancy had once 


preſumed to hold out her own glimmering 


and deluſive light; even thoſe traces of pri- 


mæval and original tradition came in time to 


be eſteemed the work of fancy only. And 
when wiſdom began to conſiſt rather in the 


exerciſe of human invention, than in preſerv- 
ing every ſacred Truth, and keeping it free 


from any ſuch adulterations ; ; the benefit of 
every revealed point of knowlege was ſoon 
- 6 loſt, 
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loft, and the world in general ſunk into a to- 


tal ighorante of its own original. 


IN vain did the Gentile philoſophers i in ſuc. | 
ceeding times endeavour with all their dili- 


gence and ſagacity to ſupply this defect: 
Truth, notwithſtanding 


ed, more particularly in theſe reſearches, to 
mock the preſumption of Man, to mortify 
that pride and vanity of heart, which had oc- 

caſioned his firſt diſobedience, and led the way 


to that 2 the lacred en hath 


rel ated. 


Mx human reaſon is indeed, in the na- 
ture of things, incapable of arriving at any 
ſuch knowlege ; but on this ſubject it ſeems 
to haye exerted itſelf in a manner vaſtly in- 
ferior to its other efforts. So that the philo- 
ſophers of thoſe times, endeavouring to eſtabliſh 
various ſyſtems of their own, do in reality 
yield a tacit kind of teſtimony to the Mo/arc 
hiſtory; whilſt they difcover the weakened fa- 
culties of the human mind, and that degene- 
rate ſtate to which it was s reduced vy the 


fall. 
II 


the uncommon ea- 
gerneſs of the purſuit, ſtill eluded all their 
attempts. As if it were providentially intend- 
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Ir appears then, that the ſeveral nations of 
the world were not more upon an equality 
with each other, in deriving their original de- 
ſcent from the ſame common Parent; than the 
Jews were diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt of 
them, by this ſignal favour of a genuine un- 
corrupted hiſtory of ſuch their primitive ſtate, 
And as to the diſputes. that have been raiſed . 
concerning the literal ſenſe of that account, 
they cannot in any degree affect the certainty 
of that knowlege which is derived from it. 
Whether we underſtand it in the literal 
ſenſe or not, the fall of man, and the doctrine 
thence ariſing will be equally clear and per- 
ſpicuous; for in every ſenſe, it will be evi- 
dent from the Mgſaic account, that by one 
man's diſobedience fin entered into the world, and 


death by fin. * 


Ir is needleſs to obſerve of how great im- 
portance the knowlege of this circumſtance 
muſt have been, wherever it came; how much 
it muſt contribute to raiſe in the minds of men 
an awful regard to the Supreme Being, the 
Creator and Governor of the world; and what 
powerful motives it muſt ſuggeſt of future 
obedience to him; and conſequently how 


. Rom, 5. 12. great 


- 


great a ſuperiority i in this particular the Few | 
enjoyed above all other nations, amono# 
whom the tradition of the fall was much ob- 


ſcured by fable, or wholly obliterated by 
length of time. 


ANOTHER advantage men were poſſeſſed of 
under the Fewy/h diſpenſation, conſiſted in 
the knowlege of the true God : which, how- 
ever manifeſted in his works fo far as to 
leave the Gentile world without excuſe, yet 
in fact was preſerved amongſt the children of 
Iſrael, whilſt it was in a great meaſure loſt 
among all other nations. — Idolatry indeed 
began ſo early in the world, that it is not cafy | 
to trace out either the original or progreſs of 
it, with any exactneſs. But we are certain that 
it prevailed in Egypr, at the time when God 
brought forth from thence his choſen People, 
when he diſplayed his Power and Majeſty a- 
gainſt all the gods of Egypt. For Moſes ex- 
preſly affirms, that on this account the child- 
ren of 1/rae] could not without hazard of their 
lives, facrifice to their God in the land as 
Pharaoh deſired them: Lo ſhall we, faith he, 
Sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians, the 
creature which they hold facred, to which 
they pay divine ban » before their Eyes, 


and 


[9] 


and will they not flone'us? * Here then, ido- 


latry had already fixed her ſeat. From hence, 


together with the rudiments of Art and Sci- 


ence, the repute of which ſerved but to re- 


commend their religious errors; it made its 
progreſs into Greece, and afterwards over- 


ſpread the whole Roman Empire. So that 


in the Apoſtle's days, the Gentile world 


in general had changed the glory of the un- 
corruptible God "On an image made like to 


corruptible man; and ſome of them payed 


their abſurd devotions even to the loweſt parts 


of his creation. — But the very foundation of 
the Fewiſb religion was laid in the knowlege 
and worſhip of the true God: the preſerva- 
tion of this knowlege was one important 
end for which it was inſtituted. Whenever 
this People fell off to the worſhip of any 
ſtrange gods, the very terms of their adoption 
and covenant - were broken: they became 


guilty not only of Impiety, but Unfaithfulneſs; 
of an act of rebellion againſt the Lord of 
Hoſts, who had condeſcended to be their 


King, the ſupreme Governor of their State. 
The ſevereſt judgements were threatened, 


and executed upon them, for this crime; nor 
were any human ties whatſoever allowed to in- 
2 Exod. 8. 26. b Rom. 1.23. 
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terpoſe in favour of ſuch offenders: even their 
neareſt relations were commanded to ſtone 


them. Theſe means of divine appointment at 


length effectually cured them, of that inclina- 


tion to idolatry, which they had diſcovered on 
ſeveral occaſions. So that in our Saviour's time, 
among all their other corruptions, we do not 
find them once charged with this. 


A evans rd: Jes Lad in 


this reſpe& was, that they were not only pre- | 
ſerved in the knowlege of the true God, un- 
der their diſpenſation ; but they were likewiſe | 
better inſtructed by it, in his Nature and Per- 


fections, than any other Nation whatſoever. 


diſcover what groſs conceptions the Gentiles 
entertained of the Deities they worſhipped. 
Even the better ſort of thoſe Deities had ſuch 
characters affigned them, as could have no 
good effect on the manners of thoſe who 
were devoted to their ſervice. In general, 
they were ſuppoſed to have, not only the weak- 
neſs, but the depravity of human nature; ſo 
that, far from being the proper objects of 
worſhip, they are repreſented as by no means 
worthy of imitation, and that even by writers 
of the moſt elevated n in thoſe times. 
Bur 


The leaſt acquaintance with antiquity will 
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Bur the God of the n is always de- 
ended in a manner ſuitable to the nature and 
perfections of an infinite Being; who in the 
beginning created the heavens and the earth : 
who pate the word, and they were made; who 
commanded, and they were created. The great 
Jewiſh Lawgiver, in the bare repreſentation of 
theſe things, neceſſarily reached the true ſub- 
lime; and could not but appear to have ex- 
celled in the greatneſs of his conceptions and 
in dignity of expreſſion, as much as he did in 
the wiliom of his laws and government. 


TI HE infinite Majeſty and Power of our | 
Creator, is in various parts of the Holy 
Scriptures, repreſented to us under i images as 
great and lofty as human language is capable 
of conveying. - He ftretcheth out the north over 
the empty place, and bangeth the earth upon 
nothing ; he hath compaſſed the waters with 
bounds, and Hut up the fea with doors. * 
The Creator of the ends of the earth Faure 
nt, neither is weary. * Who hath meaſured the 
waters in the hollow of bis hand? and meted 
out heaven with the Han, and comprebended the 


a I. . 0 Tfaiah 40. 28, 
3 Aut 


duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed 
the mountains in ſcales, and * hills in a ba- 
lance ok 9 | 


5 i L nnture, at firſt created by his Word, 
is repreſented as obedient to it, and ſtanding 
in awe of his diſpleaſure. The waters ſee bin 
and are afraid, the depths alſo are troubled; 
if he is angry, the rocks melt before him, the 
nee of the hills 15 - pillars of bea- 


ven tremble. 


Non did the facred Writings farniſh the 
Jeus with leſs perfect notions of his Wiſ- 
dom, than of his Power and Majeſty. The 
Deities of other nations are deſcribed to 
them, ſuch as indeed they were, even the 
work of mens hands; they have mouths and 
ea not, eyes have 21 and fee not ; they 
Have ears, and hear not. But the God 
of Tſrael is repreſented not only as infi- 
nitely perfect in himſelf, but the Author of 
every degree of perfection which is obſerv- 
able in his creatures. The Lord knoweth the 
thoughts of men. — For he that planted the 
ear ſhall he not hear? or he that made the eye 
ſhall he not ſee? or he that teacheth man 


2 Taj. 40. 12. b Pl. 77. 16. c pf. 15. 4. d Pf, 94 9- 
| ; Rnows- 


Lg 3 
kae ? — Who hath ſber§ed to him the 
way of underſtanding ? But above all, his Ho- 
lineſs and Purity, his abhorrence of fin and 
regard for virtue, are . repreſented in ſuch 
a manner ; as will not permit, us to beſtow 
the name of holineſs on any other being 
or thing whatſoever , but for the relation it 
bears to him, or for ſome comparative de- 
gree of excellence derived from him. He is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; and 
him that delighteth in wickedneſs doth his ſoul 
abhor. | Behold, he chargeth even his angels 
with folly ; yea, the very Lea ven are not clean 
in his fight, * 


Ver was not the mercy of God to frail 
mortals imperfectly aſpiring. to ſome reſem- 
blance. of that Holineſs, forgotten under the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation; but they who endeavoured 
to render themſelves the proper. objects of it, 
were aſſured that the Lord's delight is in them 
that fear him, and he will ſhew them his Cave- 
nant.” At the publication of this Covenant, 
he is repreſented. as deſcending upon Mount 
Sinai in a cloud, ſtanding by their great Law- 
| giver, and thus proclaiming his Name or Na- 
ture, — The Lord, the Lord God, merci ful 


a Job 15. 15. b Pfal. 25. 14. 


and 


ve promiſcuouſly together in the ſame So- 


L 141 
and gracious, long-ſuffering and abundant in | 
in goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy for thou- 
andi, forgromg iniquity, | franſgreſion, and 
in. 8 


8 UCH is the God of the Hebrews deſcri- 
bed to be: and of his being ſuch they were 
continually ſupplied with ſenſible and ac- 
tual proof; and were from their own expe- 
rience likewiſe, better inſtructed in the ways 
of his Providence, than any other nation, 
They lived indeed under a Theocracy for a 
long time, and an extraordinary Providence 
watched oyer them. But it cannot be affirm- 
ed, with any degree of probability, that this | 
Providence was exerciſed towards them in ſo 
diſcriminating a manner, as to render to every 
individual in exact proportion to his deſerts. 
The nature of things would not admit of this, 
in the preſent life ; where good and bad men 


ciety, and muſt therefore partake of the ſame 
common bleſſings and calamities. But in an- 
other ſenſe, they certainly lived under an 
Equal Providence; for the temporal pro- 
miſes and threatnings of God, which concern- 
ed them as a people, were be diſpenſed 


2 Exod. 7. | - 
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to them with an equal hand, and in 1 
tion to their national merits. 


AND if in this ſenſe every other nation 


round them was alſo governed with an equal 
providence ; yet the ſuperior advantage of 
the Jews was very conſpicuous, in as much 
2s, while other nations were left to find out 
of themſelves the reaſons of the calamities 
that befel them; the ſacred Writings were 
filled with plain declarations of the rewards 
and puniſhments that would await the Jews, 
for the obſervance or negle& of their du- 
ty. Nor was this all —— For if in parti- 


cular inſtances the diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence ſeemed ever to vary from this equal 
rule; the people of God were bleſſed with 
this further inſtance of preeminence, that 
whilſt the mere Philoſopher was puzzled and 


| perplexed at the fight of virtue in diſtreſs, and 


of vice exulting in its pleaſures with impu- 


nity; the ſincere 1/aehte was taught that a 
{mall thing which the righteous hath, is better 
than great riches of the ungodly: far from 


being diſturbed or envious at the evil deer, be 


could go into the ſanctuary of his God, and there 
underſiand the end of theſe men. His own Scrip- 


tures would diſcoyer to him the ſlippery foun- 
dation 
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dation of all their boaſted eminence; and Bou 
ſuddenly they conſume, periſh,” and come to 4 
Wen end. 


ER $TLY; theſs inftruitions aght very 
evoperly lead them to a firmer expectation of 
another life, and to an higher idea of the na- 
ture of it, than the Gentiles could poſſibly 
acquire; at leaſt, they could not fail of giving 

a compleat aſſurance to any ſuch notices there- 
of, as they had already received. It muſt be 
acknowleged indeed, that if we ſearch the 
Pentateuch with our: utmoſt care, it will not 
appear that the doctrine of a future ſtate 
made any part of the Moſaic Law: and per- 
haps this might be the reaſon, why the 
Sadducees were ready enough to admit the 
divine authority of theſe Books; while they 
paid little or no regard to the other parts 
of the Holy Scriptures. This omiſſion, and 
on what principle it may be accounted for, 
ſhall be conſidered in its proper place. In 
the mean time it may be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that had the Fews been left, as other 
people were, to tradition and the exer- 
ciſe of their own reaſon on this point; ſuch W of * 
traditional knowlege would have been better v 
preſerved by them, than any other people; in . 
muc 


hh. 
Na 
W 


Lo] 
much as the more refined notions which they 
had of God and of his Attributes, would have 


till further confirmed them in the belief of a 


tradition ſo agreeable to the Divine Nature and 
perfections. All the difficulties of ſuch a ſup- 
poſition, with which an alien from the com- 
monwealth of. I/rae/ might have been per- 


plexed, being eaſily removed by their reflect- 


ing on that infinite Knowlege which nothing 
can eſcape, and that Power W. AP can 
. or exceed. | 


that Abraham looked for a city which bath 
foundations, whoſe maker and builder is God; 
and that this friend of God, and others with 
him, confeſſed themſelves to be ſtrangers and pil» 


try, that is an heavenly.* We are likewiſe 
aſſured, that the inſpired Author of their hiſ- 


perceived not any ſuch doctrine to be included 
God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God 
walk in the fleps of tbe | faith gf Abrabam. 


1 Hebr, 11.16. b Ibid, 26, 
e C Thoſe 


Bu r ne we are ſufficiently aſſured 


grims on the earth, and deſired a better coun- 
tory had reſpect unto this recompence of the 
reward.” And if the generality of the eus 
in that declaration of God — that he was the 


F Jacob; it was becauſe they had ceaſed to 


[ 18 1 
| Theſe who were as ready to imitate, as to 
| boaſt. of him, could not but triumph in the 
reflection, that This God was their God for 
ever and ever; that in Their pilgrimage 
he would be their guide unto! death with his 
counſel, and after that recerue them with | 


&hory.. 


Ap as the Jeus had better notices of 
à future ſtate ; ſo were they better inſtruct- 
ed in thoſe means, which both the former 
and latter Revelations of God have aſſured 
us, are the moſt effectual means of pre- 
paring for it. They had in the Decalogue it- | 
ſelf, conſidering the authority with which it 
was delivered to them, a more valuable ſcheme | 
of Morals, than is to be found in the moſt ce- 
lebrated writings of the ableſt Philoſophers. 
Beſides which, they had various laws of this 
kind, extending to all caſes and exigencies; 
and by which, they were all of them taught 
to regulate their behaviour in thoſe relative 
duties their ſeveral ſtations required. 


Tus E are ſome of thoſe advantages 
which diſtinguiſhed the Jeuiſb diſpenſation, 

_ conſidered in itſelf : I proceed now, 2dly, to 
conſider it as an introduction to a better. 
AND 


l 29 J 


Ax D . every F 0 of 95 gious Know- 


lege we have already obſerved this People to 
enjoy above others, received an additional va- 


lue from its natural tendency to fit and pre- 
pare their minds for the reception of the Goſ- 


pel. Our firſt parents had no ſooner loſt their 


innocence and happineſs, than their affliction 
under that loſs was alleviated, and their hope 
ſupported with a promiſe, that the Seed of the 


woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent s head;* and 
this promiſe was renewed in a particular man- 


ner to Abraham, who ſaw our Saviour's Day, 
and rejoyced to ſee it. But there is room e- 
nough. to believe that the deſcendants of Abra- 
ham, in a ſhort time afterward, were far from 


being free from the corruptions of Egypt. 


In order more effectually to reſtrain Them from 
theſe and other manifold tranſgreſſions, the 
Law was thought proper to be added. And the 


thing principally intended in this addition, was 


to give new life and energy to that Promiſe 
made unto the Fathers, by exhibiting to their 
Deſcendants, under the moſt ſenſible and ex- 


preſſive images, the infinite benefits included 


in it. Chriſt therefore, was evidently, the end 


of the Law, which had a Shadewo of good 


things to come, and conſiſted in types and fi- 
2 Gen. 3. 15. gurative 
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gurative repreſentations of that more perfect 
Gee which was to ſucceed it. 


Ti us Moſes himſelf 8 to e 
in more reſpects than one, that diviner Per- 
ſon, who ſhould come after him, and deliver 


the whole world from a more than  Egyp- 


tian. bondage. Nor were they left to find 
out this ſimilitude of themſelves, but their 


own Lawgiver expreſly points it out to them 


—— The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
thee a Prophet, from the midſt of thee, of thy 


brethren „ Hike unto me; unto him ye ſhall 


hearken. * Now there aroſe no Prophet a- 
mongſt them, that could be at all compared 


to Moſes, in his principal character as a Law- 
giver, except Feſus of Nazareth, by wen 2 
new Law proceeded out of Zion. CE 


NO 5 ES is ao called the Mediator of 


that Covenant which was ordained by An- 
gels; and therefore in this, as well as in many 


other reſpects, was the proper Repreſentative 


of him, who was to be the Mediator of a bet- 
ter Covenant. Their High-prieſt, who was 


taken from among men, and ordained to offer 
gifts and ſacrifices for fin, was intended to re- 


a Deut. 18. 15. 
preſent 


1 21 ] 
preſent that merciful and faithful Hi gh-prieft 
who ſhould be Hof, harmle eſs, undefiled, ſepa- 
rate from finners; and who ſhould likewiſe 
make reconciliatron for the fins of the people. 
Their tabernacle alſo ſerved for an example 
and ſhadow of heavenly things, and was, in the 
Apoſtle's language, a figure for the tinie then 

preſent, with its ordinances impoſed on them 
until the time of reformation.* Who can re- 
flect on their great day of Expiation, when 
the high Prieſt alone entered into the Holy of 
Holies not without blood, which he offered for 
the errors of the people; and not conſider it as 
preparative to the acknowlegement of the great 
High prieft of our profeſſion, who was one day 
to make an univerſal atonement with his own 
Blood for the fins of every ſincere penitent ; 
and was then to enter, not into the holy 
places made with hands, which were the fi- 
gures of tbe true, but into heaven itſelf, to 
appear in the preſence of God for us.* This 
One preat Offering, being to be made, as 
the ſame Apoſtle expreſſes it, once for all. 
the prefiguration of it was therefore repeat- 
ed once only, every year ; ; whilſt there was 
a daily courſe of various other ſervices, all 
which were e to the Chr: 8 Co- 


à Hebr. 9. 10. b Ibid. 7. e ibid. 21. 
venant, 


venant, and expreſſive of its benefits. But 
indeed it would be endleſs to enumerate, and 

to explain at the ſame time, every circum- 
Nance in the Jetoiſb diſpenſation, that had a 


reference to the Chriſtian. — It will be fuf- 
ficient to obſerve that the purpoſe and deſign 


of all the various Sacrifices enjoyned them; 


was to lead them to a ſenſe of the demerit of 
Ain, of their own incapacity to avert the venge- 


ance due to it, and of that mercy of God which | 


inclined him to accept of ſome atonement. 


A courſe of diſcipline and inſtruction, which, 
if they had properly attended to it, muſt have 
diſpoſed and prepared their minds for a fight 


of that myſtery, of which their own Prophets 


had enquired and ſearched alli gently, 2 and 


which the angel; de Wes to look into. 


sven were the advantages which the 


Jeus enjoyed beyond other people, under this 
diſpenſation, whether conſidered in itſelf, or 


as an introduction to the Goſpel. And from 
this imperfect view of them, it may ſufficient- 
ly appear, that they were all along diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of the World, in a man- 
ner very much reſembling the difference once 


1 bet. 1. 1 b Ibid, 125 
made 


[23] 


made between them and tlie: Egyptians : 
when a thick darkneſs was over the land of 


Bgypt, but all the children of Iſrael had light 
in their „ 


Tn E Fewos were very ſenſible of their ſu- 
periority in theſe reſpects, and greatly valued 
themſelves on the peculiar marks of the Di- 
vine Favour : and yet it cannot be affirmed, 


that the whole body of the people in our Sa- 


viour's time, were in a diſpoſition to receive 


him. The contrary is too evident to admit of 
any diſpute. But yet we cannot from hence 
infer any thing to the diſadvantage of thoſe 


means, that were made uſe of by Providence, 
to prepare the way for his reception. For 
with reſpe& to the Ceremonial part of their 
Law ; it was a manner of teaching perfectly 


agreeable to that, which generally prevailed in 


the Eaſtern countries, where inſtructions of 


every ſort were uſually conveyed by fable, and 
expreſſed by emblem. So that, as they were 


taught even on common occaſions to look be- 
yond the mere ſurface of external objects; 


that they ſhould not do ſo in the appointments 


of a Spiritual Being, muſt argue a ſtrange de- 


gree of inſenſibility, and ſuch as cannot well be 


a Exod. 1 45... 
con- 
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venant, and expreſſive of its benefits. But 


indeed it would be endleſs to enumerate, and 
to explain at the ſame time, every circum- 
Nance in the Few/h diſpenſation, that had a 
reference to the Chriſtian. — It will be ſuf- 
ficient to obſerve that the purpoſe and deſign 


of all the various Sacrifices enjoyned them; 


was to lead them to a ſenſe of the demerit of 


ſin, of their own incapacity to avert the venge- 
ance due to it, and of that mercy of God which 
inclined him to accept of ſome atonement. 


A courſe of diſcipline and inſtruction, which, 


of they had properly attended to it, muſt have 


diſpoſed and prepared their minds for a fight 


of that myſtery, of hieb their own Prophets | 
had enquired and ſearched diligently, * and 


which the angels defire to look into. 


Bice MM ae 
Fews enjoyed beyond other people, under this 


_ diſpenſation, whether conſidered in itfelf, or 
as an introduction to the Goſpel. And from 


this imperfect view of them, it may ſufficient- | 


ly appear, that they were all along diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of the World, in a man- 
ner very much reſembling the difference once 


. 10. 8 


made 
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made between them and the Egyptians : 
when a thick darkneſs was over the land of 


Pgypt, but all the children 11 Iſrael had light 
in n an 


Tu! E Fows were very ſenſible of their ſu- 
periority in theſe reſpects, and greatly valued 
themſelves on the peculiar marks of the Di- 
vine Favour : and yet it cannot be affirmed, 
that the whole body of the people in our Sa- 


viour's time, were in a diſpoſition to receive 


him. The contrary is too evident to admit of 
any diſpute. But yet we cannot from hence 


infer any thing to the diſadvantage of thoſe 
means, that were made uſe of by Providence, 

to prepare the way for his reception. For 
with reſpect to the Ceremonial part of their 
Law; it was a manner of teaching Perfectly : 


agreeable to that, which generally prevailed in 
the Eaſtern countries, where inſtructions of 
every ſort were uſually conveyed by fable, and 
expreſſed by emblem. So that, as they were 
taught even on common occaſions to look be- 
yond the mere ſurface of external objects; 
that they ſhould not do ſo in the appointments 
of a Spiritual Being, muſt argue a ſtrange de- 
gree of inſenſibility, and ſuch as cannot well be 


a Exod. 10, 23. 
con- 
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eonceived of the more . part of 
them. And in fact, about the time of our 
Saviour s coming, we find Zacharias, Simeon, 
and other pious and ſincere Mraelites, waiting 
for the conſo/ation of Iſrael, and ſpeaking of 
the bleſſed Author of that conſolation, to all 
. them that looked for redemption in Jeruſalem. | 
We find alſo, — by that time, they had not 
only acquired. a ſteadfaſt adherence to the true 
God, and were in no danger of revolting from 
his Service, but had greatly enlarged their no- 
tions of his providential Goodneſs. The doc- on 


trine of a future ſtate, manifeſtly appears to me 
have been commonly received. among Them; of 
whilſt many of the more learned in the Hea- W anc 


then world derided it, and even thoſe few, fro 
who employed all their learning and philoſo- un 
phy in a ſerious. purſuit, of it, yet collected Go 
little elſe but doubt and perplexity from their: 4a: 
own unafliſted meditations on that ſubject. 


2 Tu E 1 in ſhort, 13 been once 
miſled, the longer they continued their idola- | 
uy» did but add to its original. corruption. 
| Whereas the fountain of Divine Truth, tho 
frequently defiled by a mixture of thoſe abo- 
minations, yet cleared itſelf by degrees of each 

a Luke 2. 38. 


groſs 


[ 25 ] 
groſs Impurity ; while it reflected to every 
more diſcerning eye, a proper image of the hea- 
venly thin 85, according to the pattern ſbewed 
to Moſes i in the mount. 


Bu r bing far the generality of that Nation, 
in earlier times, attended to theſe ſeveral me- 
thods of inſtruction, with a proper diſpoſition 
of mind, and with any real and valuable im- 
provement, demands a diſtin& conſideration; 
which will naturally lead me to ſome reflections 
on the Wiſdom of God, in his moral govern- 
ment. A taſk which the preſumptuous cavils 
of infidelity are perpetually impoſing on us, 
and which we need not reſtrain our ſelves 
from engagingin ; while we keep our reaſon 
under the direction of the revealed Will of 
God, ever remembering that tho clouds and 
darkneſs are round about him, yet righteouſneſs 
and judgement are the habitation of his ſeat. 

a Heb. 8. 5. b Pf. 97. 2. 
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— HE RE is no clearer ogg of the 
| unbounded Goodneſs and Love of 
God to Mankind, than his recall- 
ing them to his ſervice, and in- 
lructing them in the knowlege of their Duty, 
when they had forfeited his fayour, and were 
indeed become incapable of diſcovering with 
certainty the means of regaining it. And tho' 
the moral duties, which have ever been moſt 
acceptable to God, are both reaſonable in 
themſelves, and beneficial to the obſervers of 
them; yet, not leaving the frailty of human 
nature to the influence of that conſideration 
only, he hath taught us 4 look unto Him for 
the reward, as well as the direction, of our 
. conduct. But our ideas of his wonderful con- 
D 2 deſcenſion 
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[23]. 
deſcenſion are ſtill farther enlarged, when we 
reflect upon his entering into covenant with 
men, and not only renewing the offer of Sal- 
vation, but engaging their attention to it * the 
moſt ſuitable perſuaſives. 4 


THERE are two circumſtances which are 
obſerved moſt powerfully to recommend any 
favour to our grateful acceptance and regard : 
namely, a long experience of the want of that 
favour; and a pleaſing conſciouſneſs that we 
are peculiarly diſtinguiſhed by the grant of it 
to ourſelves. Whilſt the Heathen world was 
prepared for the thankful reception of a Di- 
vine Revelation by the former of theſe mo- 
tives; the Jewiſb nation ought by the latter, 
to have been induced not only to ſet an higher 
value upon, but to have made a'proportion- 
able > or Nr the eg a6 any 
xs a gon 2 | 

Wu ax thoſe n vets, I have al- 
7 ready endeavoured to explain; and briefly 
pointed out the effects they were found in 
time to produce. I now proceed, as I pro- 
poſed, to a more particular enquiry: 


I. Whe- 


[ 29. ] 


I. Whether the Jews, in earlier times, made 
a proper improvement under the extra- 
ordinary means, which God was pleaſed 
to afford them for that purpoſe. 


II. Whether their failing of ſuch i improve- 
ment can juſtly be imputed to any defect 


in the law itſelf. And then, 


III. Shall 0 to ſhew that the per- 
miſſion of this failure is conſiſtent with 
the Wiſdom and Providence of God. 


I reference to the firſt Head, it may be 
obſerved that when Meg was called to the 
government and direction of this People, he 
found them to have contracted a ſtrange de- 
gree of 1 Ignorance with reſpe& to the God of 
| their fathers: in ſo much that they had fallen 
into all the idolatries of Egypt. This igno- 
rance was in ſome meaſure removed, by the 
aſtoniſhing effects of the mighty and irreſiſti- 
ble Hand which they ſaw ſtretched out to de- 
liver them from that Houſe of Bondage. But 
there ſtill remained a propenſity to their for- 
mer corrupt worſhip, which no appeal to their 
reaſon or ſenſes was ſufficient to correct. Such 
Was the prevalence of an habitual pre OW 
an 


[ 30 ] 
and of the ſtubbornneſs and obſtinacy ſo pe- 
culiar to this People, that to bring them tb a 
due ſenſe of the firſt principles of Religion, re- 


quired a * courſe M WA and in- 
ſtruction. 19% H 


- MO SE 8 was Giept GP at this degeneracy 
of his brethren. He ſuppoſed they would. have | 
underſtood how that God by his hand would d- 
Aver them, readily and gratefully accepting 

ſo ſeaſonable an overture. And indeed, had he 
paſſed. over in ſilence the continual provoca- | 
tions he afterwards received from them, We | 
ſhould have been apt enough to have formed 
2 more favourable opinion of their conduct. 
Did we conſider only, what he frequently | 
calls upon Them to reflect on, the great and 
glorious things which, God had done for them; | 
we might have reaſonably ſuppoſed, that they | 
did not fail of being affected with the ſame 
grateful ſentiments in general, which they are 
ſaid to have expreſſed on a ſpecial occaſion: 
when they ſeared the Lord, and believed the 

Lord, and bis. ſer uant Moſes," And when the 
Tabernacle was ſet up, and in it the Ark of 
the Covenant and the Altar; we might have 
uppoſed, that under a proper ſenſe % the fa- 


* Adsip. 25. b Exod. 14. 34 


vours 


[ 37 ] 
yours. God had already vouchſafed them; they 


would have been diligently employed in qua- 
lifying themſelves for the ſtill greater mercies 


which they expected; more eſpecially, by a de- 
vout attention to their ceremonial Rites and Or- 
dinances, in which thoſe future bleſſings were 


prefigured; We might have reaſonably ſuppoſed 
the whole Nation would be meditating on the 
Law of the Lord, as we know his more faith- 
ful 8 rere were, * and ow 5 


30 r pho we find, the amazing benefit 


conferred upon this People were fo far from 


procuring any ſuitable return of gratitude and 


affection, that they could not even ſecure their 
obedience and belief; and that the ſevere cor- 


tections they frequently underwent on this ac- 


count, did not for any long time prevent a re- 


petition of their crimes; how can we imagine 


them to have attended to any more t os 
e method * ane. Po | 


Ou UR | bleſſed 1 in {his frequent allu- 


fions to the ſervice of the Temple, plainly 


ſhows there was a meaning couched under the 


externals of the Jewiſb worſhip, and that the 


Almighty did not burthen them with uſeleſs 
and uninſtructive ceremonies. And doubtleſs, 


the 


b 
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the more- underſtanding and devout Jews col- 


lected no ſmall improvement from them; ma- 


ny having a ſignification obvious enough to | 


common 6 


'B UT. indeed, the Renter part of che Jewiſh 


Nation appear, from innumerable paſſages in 
Maſes and the Prophets, to have been in ear- 


lier times almoſt irrecoverably infected with | 


idolatry; a fin that doth not merely imply an 


oppoſition to the revealed Will of God, and 


defeat the end of all his Inſtitutions, but that 
even ſtrikes at his Nature and Eſſence; de- 
ſtroying the very root from whence every re- 
ligious Principle and every moral Virtue de- 


rive their life and ſupport. And accordingly, 


the inſpired Writers, who in vain attempted 
to diſſuade this People from their abomina- 
tions, conſtantly attribute the unſucceſsfulneſs 


of every admonition to that corruption of man- 
ners which generally prevailed : their inigui- 


ties ſtill ſeparated between them and their God, 
who bid his face rom them. 


T Have dwelt the Jew ger on their immo- 


ral Character, not only as a diſobedience to 
the Laws of God doth of itſelf generally oc- 


Iſaiah 59. 2. Pa 
| caſion 


8] 


eaſion a neglect of his Worſhip, and is what 
the Scripture calls denying him; but as its in- 


fluence in producing this effect among the 
Jews was, I think, ſomewhat more particu- 


lar. A celebrated Writer hath obſerved, «© that 


« this defection from the God of T/-ae/ con- 
« ſiſted not in any rejection of Him or of his 
«Law; in as much as the Mraelites were ever 
© moſt prone to idolatry in proſperous times, 
«and generally returned to the God of their 


«ed, had they queſtioned the Truth of the 
„Law.“ An obſervation, that may probably 
range inconſtancy of Worſhip, for which the 
Jeus were ſo remarkable. The God of the 
Hebrews exacted purity of heart, a com- 
mand over the paſſions, and an entire abſti- 
nence from fin; allowing not the moſt punc- 
tual obſervance of the Ceremonial Law to 
atone for any voluntary tranſgreſſion of the 
Moral: whereas the idol Deities were not 


only ſuppoſed to excuſe, but ſome of them to 
countenance and approve, the utmoſt indul- 
zence of carnal appetite. Temptations of 
this fort conſtantly attend on proſperity and 


a Divine Legation. Vol. E part 1. p. 367. 


N | )" affluence; | 


«Fathers in times of adverſity. The contrary 
« of which, he ſuppoſes, would have happen- 


help us to diſcover the true origin of that 
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affluence ; and therefore, whenſoever the 1/: 
raelites had, at thoſe ſeaſons, given themſelyes 
up to an immoderate degree of ſenſual plex. 
ſure, their inflamed appetites naturally weak- 


ened their attachments to a God of Purity and 


Holineſs, and ſwayed them back again to the 


ſervice of the indulgent Idol. So that, altho 


they ſtill retained the true God in their 
thoughts, yet advancing from one ſtep in im- 
piety to another, they at length made this 
difference alone between Him and their ficti- 
tious Deities, that Theſe were ſerved with 
on, and God with mere n 


.T HE e and av of tele: more 


eminent Kings and Rulers, who had occa- 


ſionally enforced their commands with the ſe- 
vereſt correction, did for a while pracure an 
almoſt total extinction of this divided worſhip. 


But when freed from theſe reſtraints, they 
ſoon relapſed into their former profaneneſs; 


until they drew down upon themſelves thoſe 
heavier Judgements, which their Prophets 


had foretold as the 1 enen of thi 
abſurd __: Bhs] 


In this laſt nas we Abs at 00 


ſame time, one "I 1 and en. advan- 


tage . 


1851) 


with their moſt inexcuſable neglect of it. 
They were fore warned by a continual ſucceſ- 
fon of Prophets, not only of the Judgements 
their diſobedience would occaſion, but of the 
particular fins for which they would be in- 
flicted. Vet they ſtill perſiſted in their ini- 
quities, till by the Captivity they loſt thoſe 
opportunities of ſerving * which W had 
n 2 55 


ar Ambot dbendy cited is fo full and 
particular on this Topick that he hath tho- 


roughly exhauſted it, and ſcarce left upon 
the: Holy Land, or at leaſt upon this tract 

of it, ſo much as a gleaning for thoſe who 
come RE I proceed therefore to en- 


i * 
i 8 : 7 
4 2 
o 
* * on 
* 


un. | Whether this failure of ts; 7 
„ eee Je can juſtly be imputed 


Og defect in the Law itſelf. 


* the rae of this FEY I ſhall 
can myſelf to the conſideration of that one 


popular Objection to the Law of Moſes, Fhat 
it is enforced with no other ſanctions than the 


E 2 It 


tage the Jews were poſſeſſed of, together 


ents of the preſent life. 
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It hath already been acknowleged. that the | 


doctrine of a future ſtate doth not make any 
part of the Moſaic Law ; yet we cannot from 
thence with certainty infer, that the Fes of 
thoſe times were left wholly uninſtructed in a 


doctrine of that importance. 


as Ir the knowlege of any one Religious 


Truth may, without direct proof of it, be 
ſuppoſed to have been tranſmitted from the 
Patriarchs to their deſcendants, the doctrine 


of a future ſtate ſeems to have the faireſt 
claim to that ſuppoſition. The deſire of con- 
tinuing our exiſtence is ſo natural, and ſo 


ſtrongly impreſſed upon the human mind, that 
no Nation can be imagined to have loſt any 
tradition concerning it. Accordingly we find 
that at leaſt ſome obſcure notions of a future 


ſtate did actually prevail in every, even the 


moſt corrupt and idolatrous, Nation. It was 


ſtill lefs likely ſuch a tradition ſnhould be loſt 


among the Jes, to whom it might come re- 
commended with greater marks of authenti- 


city. And beſides, from the various inſtances 


they had ſeen of the unlimited Power of God, 
they muſt have been well aſſured of his abi- 
ltr to effect whatever this doctrine implied; 
» while the belief of the probability of ſuch a 


ſtate, 


[37] 


kite) muſt have been ſtill farther confirmed 


by their paſt man of his 1 ras 
* 1 | 1 


„ 
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e T in nally ey were not in | this mats 
ter left to tradition only: the tranſlation of 
Enoch was a proof of it which they could not 
overlook. This fact, tho' not ſo circumſtan- 
tially related as the aſcent of Elijah in after 
times, was in its own nature ſufficient to have 
engaged their attention. And + accordingly 
Enoch is, by a Writer of no inconſiderable 
authority, ſaid to have been made an example 
to all Generations. Nor can it be denied 


that, in the earlieſt Writers of this Nation, 
there are various Paſſages, which, if not a 


ſufficient foundation for, yet muſt -be allow- 


ed to | have 4 yer natural mes to, n 


ab is 260 to be e at, that the PTY 


trine of a future ſtate makes no part of the 


Maſaic Law. For that Law was delivered to 
the Children of Iael as they were a collective 
Body or Nation, and therefore could not be 


eſtabliſhed on the hopes and fears of another 


life; ſince Societies, conſidered as * have 


Ecelus 44. 16. 
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* —— bor even any Being, _ the 
common ene and putihictents this Na- 
tion was taught to dread, or encouraged to 
expect, from the peculiar favour, or provoked | 
vengeance of the Lord their God, we may 
perceive a certain incongruity there would 
have been in ſubjoyning to them the retribu- 
tions of a life to come: which, in their own 
nature, are of too much importance and dig: 
nity, to bear only a ſecondary . een part 
* err og ord 155 =y YE. 

1 "a clus of this es with th 
- Provides! and Moral Government of God 
is ſufficiently evident, from the extraordinary 
methods he then made uſe” of to ſupply that 
deſect.— The means uſed by Providence 
may be of all others the moſt proper and beſt 
calculated for our improvement, altho „through 
our own default, they may fait of a propor- 
tionably good effect. His'Gbodneſs, we know; 
will on all occafions incline him to prefer that 
method of procedure, which is beſt ſuited to 
the preſent circumſtances of Mankind; and 
what that method is, muſt be left to his in- 
finite Wiſdom to determine. Poſſibly too, the 


Ne why God choſe for a time to inforce 
5 his 


* : 


thaw? 


his Laws with the ſanctions of temporal re- 
wards. and puniſhments only, may lie not far 
remote from our own common apprehenſions 


Om” for in the en, manner. 


iT HE. _favckirs e upon the Ihatlite | 


were ſo very extraordinary, and carry with 
them ſuch an appearance of partiality, as at firſt 


fight might be apt to-confound our notions of 
Divine Juſtice. This Attribute however, on 


further conſideration, - we perceive. to be no 


ly temporal advantages; which are not always 
the certain marks of God's Favour, and might 
be beſtowed on the 1/-aelites with ſtill more 
unqueſtionable right, when all other Nations 
upon Earth had actually withdrawn themſelves 
from his Protection. It belonged indeed not ſo 


properly to the Juſtice, as the Wiſdom of God, 
to diſpenſe the rewards and puniſhments of 


this Life, in ſuch a manner as would beſt an- 


ſwer the diſtant and extenſive Ends of his mo- 


ral Government; and the electing any one 
People to be the inſtruments of promoting 


thoſe ends, if ſuppoſed to be arbitrary, doth 


not include in it the leaſt idea of injuſtice. — 
Our future exiſtence in an unalterable and 
AAS T-; | endleſs 
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of things, and it may be not improperly Ace 
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way violated by an unequal allotment of mere- 
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Keen 
endleſs State, is that wherein the Divine Juſtice 
is chiefly and moſt eminently concerned. And 
as the rewards. and puniſhments, awaiting that 
future State, cannot be diſpenſed arbitrarily, 
and without regard to ſome conditions; they 
muſt needs be diſpenſed on the ſame equal 
| conditions to the whole race of Mankind. The 
Juſtice of God cannot here admit of any 
Reſpect of Perſons, of any the leaſt appearance 
of preference or partiality. And therefore, 
when, by his ſervant Moſes, he treated with 
the Fews as a peculiar People, he could with 
no. propriety introduce, or ſo much as hint at, 


a Doctrine, i in which no People could be con- 
fidered as Peculiar. Had the fat been other- 


wiſe, there can, I think, be little doubt of this 


Conſequence 3. that the Fews would, i in their 


own opinion, . have excluded all other N ations 
from the benefit of ſuch future. hopes; ſup- 


: poſing themſelves to be, i in this ſenſe alſo, the 


peculiar People of God, and the only People 


whom he had deſtined to life and immorta- 


lity : a ſuppoſition abſolutely irreconcileable to 
all the notions we have of Divine Juſtice; and 
| which, was eaſily precluded, by leaving room 
to diſtinguiſh between the Promiſe of the Life 


1 that now is, and of that which is to come. 
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MI ANw ILE it muſt be obſerved that, 


as the Fathers of ald undoubtedly looked for 
ſomething more than temporal promiſes, their 


Deſcendants alſo were in length of time call- 
ed upon, to raiſe their thoughts to the fame 


glorious expectations. They were told, that 
they who fleep in the duſt ſhall awake, fome ta 
life,” and ſome to everlaſting coutempt. * »— That 


a diſtinction ſhould then be made between the 


righteous and the wicked; between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. 


But all this is perfectly conſiſtent with the 


Reaſon already given, why this doctrine had 


been hitherto omitted. For by this time the 


Jer had warning given them of the approach- 
ing abolition of their Law, and ceſſation of 
its Carnal Commandments. — That their Meſ- 
fiah ſhould cave the Sacrifice and Oblation to 
cee: and that they ſhould no more remem- 
ber the Ark of the Covenant. * In the room of 
all which, he was to eftabliſh a new and bet» 
ter Covenant, and admit the Gentiles allo tg 


a, participation of its bleſſings. That they 


ſhould come: unte him from the end of the 
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. 
earth :* and from the riſing of the ſun, unto 
the going down of the ſame, his Name ſhould 


be great among the Gentiles. Here then the 
Jews were evidently reſtrained from miſap- 


prehending, or partially applying, the Promiſes | 
of God; ſince theſe Promiſes belonged to all | 


that were near, and 70 all that were afar off: 
And when the univerſality. of CHriſt's King- 


dom was proclaimed, nothing could be more 
| ſeaſonable, than to proclaim, with it, his be- | 
ing the Author of eternal Salvation to all them 


chat obey him. 


65 wort hl different Airy of Me World | 


feem to have required, and accordingly had, 


each its different courſe of diſcipline and in- 
ſtruction. In the ſtate of ignorance and inat- | 
tention to which men were once, by their own | 


depravity, reduced; it was impoſſible to make 
any impreſſion on their minds, but by imme- 
diate application to their ſenſes. And even 


after they were brought to acknowlege their 


dependence upon their Creator, and the ſub- 
jection due to him; yet the performance of 
his Commands for ſome time could be no 
otherwiſe ſecured, than by the hope of pre- 
ſent reward, or the fear of impending ven- 


8 a Jer. 16. 19. Mal. 1. 11. 
1 5 p | geance. 
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vengeance. As the underſtanding grows more 
enlightened, and furniſhed- with” a greater 


knowlege of Divine Truths, God is pleaſed 


to expect their attention to more remote con- 


ſequences of his favour or diſpleaſure. He 
prepares them for a purer Worſhip, and more 


perfect Obedience, which he will enforce with 


ſanctions of a different nature. And, becauſe 


the objects of their hope and fear would of 
courſe operate leſs. powerfully, when placed at 
a greater diſtance | from them; therefore the 
weight and importance of. thei at Is e 
rite W ind: 


mt Tx u E want then. of ——__ improvement 
among the Jews is ſo far from being juſtly 
imputable to any defect in the ſanctions of 


their Law, that, in all probability, no other 


means of enforcing it would have produced 
any improvement at all: for if the diſtance, 


at which our imagination places the ſanctions 
of the new Covenant, is obſerved to make 
them loſe much of their efficacy upon man- 
kind in general, and, in ſome degree, even 
upon the Better ſort of Men; thoſe ſanctions 


would ſurely have made but little impreſſion 
upon ſuch a People as the Jews are repre- 


n in the earlier part of their Hiſtory. 
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bens l find PTR on yh 
aecafion, much perplexed in eadeavouring to 
ſettle by what meaſures God may hereafter 
proceed with Thoſe who had no knowlege 
of a future ſtate; and; again, with Thoſe 
who had only a traditional -knowlege thereof, 
and chat perhaps not ſo carefully preſerved a 
it might have boen. Difficatties - which every 
one muſt find himſelf inextricably involved in, 
who confiders not, that, in this caſe, the great | 
Fewrh Lawgiver hath left for our uſe a very 
proper admonition — the ſerret things belong | 
unto the Lord our God. All we know with | 
Certainty, and may preſume to: infer with 
Safety, ſeems to be this: bat » Righneouſ- 
neſs came not by the Law; and therefore it | 
was not expedient, that che proper reward of | 
IIS: 1 be prumiſed by th 
Law, 3096 > Terror n 


Bur tha Aberdeen is na this pos 
6 Believers are not perfectly agreed among them- 
ſelves. It is natural for men to expect ad/o- 
lute perfection, in thoſe Inſtructions which are 

more immediately derived from God. And 
when once we have aſſumed it as Cn, 


3 Dent: 20 20% at. 4. 21.” 


That 


{4s 1 


That a People, under his peculiar care and tu- 


telage, 0ught.to be made acquainted with any 


particular doctrine; we fondly conclude that 
they were acquainted with it. But it may be al- 


together as conſonant to the reverent concep- 
tions we have of our Maker, if we take our di- 


rections in this matter from what he bath done, 
and be cautious of laying too great a ſtreſs upon 
any particular Part of his Adminiſtration, leaſt 


thereby we detract from the beauty and har- 
mony expreſſed in the Whole of it. The na- 
ture of things cannot admit of @b/o/ute. perfec- 


tion, in any Diſpenſation which hath a mani- 


felt reference to Another that is to {acceed.- it, 


and which makes but a har wy of. one ex 


. 70 | 


5 fuck: Was 5 the — ne 


ve are all agreed; and it is chiefly in this 


light I muſt confider it, while I endeaypur to 
ſhew, IIIVy, That this failure of improve 


ment is — 5 the Wiſdom and Pro- 


Bout I Tides — this one os 
ſervation z that, in reflecting upem the ways of 
God, we are apt ſometimes to forget, before 


we are aware of it, that His ways. are not un 


our 


\ by > 
4 
iT 
' i} 
$ 
8: 
2 
[> 
1 
1 
7 * 
. 
«4 
0 
1 
4 
'H 
- #1} 
: | 
[5 
: 4 
1 
* iT 
* 
+þ 
1 
= 
i 
74 hed 
15 
I; 
.* 
2 
Ki 
gt 
H. 
* 
Tr 
# 
EY. 
4 
+ E 
LE 
44 
N 
0 
5 
2 
7 
1 
I 
is 
i 
1 
5 
j 
Y 


— 806 ” 4 : _ 


all 4, res . 88 — Po INRO 21 ” = 3 2 
j FI n 8 * — 1 5 1 Cu, mes — _ Laws af re - GeeR: 
2 2 2 © a - b Wy 


- + — — 20 8 
5 * . 
run din Ste 
* * 


* 
5 1 
1 1 , 
. * 
43 


eur wayr, neither are his thoughts as ou. 


rhoughts. Our limited and imperfect under- 
ſtandings are never ſo ſucceſsfully employed, as 
when their attention is in a great meaſure con- 


fined to ſome One Point, and not ſuffered to 


wander to any diſtant Objects, until that hath 
been well conſidered. 
any buſineſs, the more diligent part of us ob- 
ſerve this method; 
fectly ſatisfied with our diſcharge of it, unleſs 


it be attended with ſome! preſent good effect. 


To transfer theſe ideas to God, to apply this 
contracted mode of Thinkin g to the effects of 


his unbounded Foreſight, we are ſenſible, 
muſt needs pervert and confound in our ap- 


prehenſions the nature and order of things. 
But ſtill the power of habit will ſometimes 
inſenſibly prevail in our Actions; and it is 


much more likely to do ſo in our Thoughts, 
Where its influence i is PIO wo 80 to . 


V ation. 


a W HEN once we have diſengaged ourſelves 
from this habitual kind of Prejudice, we ſhall 

not find the leaſt room for any diſſatisfaction 
or ſurpriſe, at the ſmall increaſe of reli gious 


knowlege the ritual Law of Mo oſes may be 


thought to have produced: | becauſe it will by 
| | | | no 


In the tranſaction of 


and we are ſeldom per- 


. 
no means follow from thence, that this Law 
was given to little or no purpoſe. For, ſup- 
poſing the ſeveral Ordinances it enjoyned 
were ſo imperfectly underſtood by the main 
body of the People, as to have yielded hardly 


any other preſent advantage, than what aroſe 


from the external Performance of God's Com- 
mands; were thoſe Ordinances therefore of 
none 2 ? This is by no means a proper In- 
ference ; ſince we find the Benefits thereof 


were in after times exceedingly great. The 
ritual Law was the chief Inſtrument of pro- 
curing, a more ready and eaſy Reception, and 


a more firm Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. For, 
by. means of this, there was little occaſion to 


| reaſon-with the Unconverted upon the firſt. 


Principle of the Chriſtian Religion ; namely, 
the manner of God's reconciling himſelf to the 
world by the acceptance of a ſacrificial Atone- 

ment, and his allowing the Blood of the In- 
nocent to avert the Puniſhment of the Guil- 


ty. The long and conſtant practice of the 


Jewiſh Nation had declared their aſſent to 
this Principle : and therefore the firſt Preach- 


_ ers of Chriſtianity were from thence ſupplied 


with an Argument ad hominem, employed 
with wonderful force by the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews; and, in more private 


appli- 
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applications, fo ſucceſsfully directed as to pro- 
cure daily and great additions to the Church. 
And as that ſpiritual Building was more eaſily 
and expeditiouſly raiſed, by having the ground, 
on Which the Corner Stone was to be laid, ſo 
long fitted and prepared for it; ſo the ſtabi- 
lity thereof was, by this circumſtance, not leſs 
effectually provided for. The Providence of 
God had ſecured the continuance of ſacrificial 
Rites among the Heathens, throughout the 
ſeveral Apes of the world. The Gentiles 
therefore, when Their being reconciled to God 
was firſt propoſed to them, could have no ob- 
jection to the reaſonableneſs of that method, 
by which it was to be effected. So that the 
| Modern Infidel, who would perſuade us there 
is ſo much difficulty in the notion of God's 
accepting a vicarious Sacrifice, demands 2 
moſt uncommon deference to His Judgement, 
fince he manifeſtly oppoſes it to the united 
Conſent of Mankind in all we 


As in like manner, altho” we Gould 19 
— the ſeveral other Typical Prefigurations 
of the Redeemer of Mankind to have been 
but imperfeAly underſtood by the main body 
of the People, under the ewiſb Oeconomy ; 
** 2 will be as little of reaſon as of de- 

| cency 


1 
cency in aſking — whether thoſe Types are 
to be conſidered as ſo many © toys put into 
«the hands of children? for they really 
were but children with reſpect to Religious 
Knowlege, but mere 4abes in Chrift; and in 
this ſtate of pupilage the Law was given them 
as their Schoolmaſler. It argued no defect in 


that Schoolmaſter, if certain rudiments were, 


for a while, made the ſole object of the 
Learner's attention. The authority of his In- 


ſtructor was ſufficient to convince him of the 


utility of that preparative kind of diſcipline”; 
and to render him ambitious of attaining the 
more ſubſtantial Knowlege, to wore it was 
intended t to n him. FO ROT 


5 OR mk the ulueſs of time was come, 
an the correſpondence between the Types 
and Things typified came to be obſerved and 
examined; the ſeveral Types then yielded 
that very kind of Evidence which was de- 
duced from Prophecy, and there was the ſame 
reaſon for affenting to what had been fo long 
prefigured, as for afſenting to What had been 
0 "og road en 
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while they ſtrengthen the Evidence of the 
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Chriſtian Religion, they ſerve to illuſtrate 
and explain its particular Inſtitutions, and to 

rectify any miſapprehenſions concerning them. 
Indeed, to trace the Myſteries of the Goſpel 
in the Types of the Law, is ſo engaging a 
Study, that it might be wiſhed Divines would, 
on that very account, lay a proper reſtraint 
upon themſelves in the purſuit of it: ſo far 
at leaſt, as not to be ready on every occa- 
ſion to cry out, Lo! here is Chriſt, or lo! 
he 1s there; where neither the Holy Scrip- 


' tures have directed us to look for him, nor 
the Diſcovery is ſuch as can approve itſelf 


to the clear and well informed Underſtand- 
ing. To ſearch throughout the Scriptures 
for one Meaning veiled under another, the 


interior of ener ene ee cannot be 
ith 


| brought to light, out diveſting the more 
obvious of all its natural beauty, grace and 


elegance, ſeems to be handling the Word of 


God unſkilfully, tho' I preſume: not to ſay, | 


or to ſuppoſe, it is done deceitfully. Some of 
the Fathers little thought they were weaken- 
ing the Foundations of Hiſtorical Truth, 
while they were digging under it for theſe 
hidden Treaſures. * In ſhort, as it would be 
abſurd to think of VG any Inſtitution 


a Job 3 21. 


— 


by 
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by Paſſages whoſe reference thereunto is not 
ſufficiently clear; fo on the other hand, if we 
confider the Typical Prefigurations of our 
Lord as ſo many additional Prophecies con- 
cerning him, we cannot but give all due at- 


tention to thoſe which the Scriptures them- 


ſelves have aſcertained, or our own Reaſon ky 


indifputably apprehend. 


Ws, whoſe Lives are bounded by ſuch nar- 
row limits, may not perhaps readily conceive 
theſe latter Ages of the World to have been 
ſo principally concerned in what preceded 
them ; and that the Benefits ariſing from any 
former Diſpenſation ſhould, notwithſtanding 
its long continuance, be in ſo great a degree 
reſerved for thoſe who ſhould live at, or af- 
ter, the time when it expired. In truth, 
we muſt acknowlege ourſelves to be very in- 
competent Judges of theſe Proportions. Who 
can pretend to ſay, what the extent of that 
preceding time may hereafter : appear, -when, in 
future and far diſtant Ages, it ſhall be com- 


pared with the numberleſs Succeſſion of 


Chriſtian People, ſtill recurring to the Evi- 
dence which this Oeconomy will always afford 
to Their more perfect Diſpenſation ? P 
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THESE Conſiderations do not in the leaſt 
countenance, but rather effectually confute, 
the objection raiſed againſt this Qeconomy as 
conſiſting only of uſeleſs Rites. and Ceremo- 
| nies. All theſe were the appointment of infi- 

nite Wiſdom. They were neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve that Nation from an ignorance of the 

true God, which had overſpread the reſt of | 


the World; and were alſo of farther uſe, as be 
being fit Preparatives to the introduction of a the 
better Covenant. Moreover, if a Few only at to 
flirſt underſtood the ſuperior excellence of that MW hs 
Covenant, and were diſpoſed to exchange the {W vo 
uſe of a burdenſome Ceremonial, for the Ser- {W 4; 
vice of that Mafter, whoſe yoke ts eaſy, and W ma 
his burden light ; yet the conviction of Multi- on 
tudes was more eaſily effected, and their faith rag 

in his all 9 Diſpenſation 1 more Neraly by 

_ eſtabliſhed, _ | of 
Pre 

* RO M hence too we may diſcover, that ſer 

the Conduct of divine Providence towards the eve 


Jews was not, as hath been objected, the ef- / 

fect of a partial F ondneſs for a particular race ＋ 
of Men, that in no wiſe deſerved it. It is be : 
evident that all this regard was ſhewn them, 


not upon their own account, but for the ſake 
oF 
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of the Covenant which God had made with 
their Fathers, and in which all Nations of the 
Earth were to be bleſſed. They were ſepa- 
rated from the reſt of the World, that through 
Them the Bleſſings of Abnabam, and the fure 
Mercies of David, might be extanded #0 ” 
vine rec af MA. rt 2 ½ | 


Barre 66 th. Hellnge of the Gola have 
hoon conveyed down; to us of the Gentiles by 
the Poſterity of Abraham, it will become us 
to impart to Their Deſcendants the Light we 
have received, and to uſe our utmoſt endea- 
yours to remove that Blindneſs which has 
happened to them; that ſo at length /! Iſrael! 
may be ;/aved, and become, together with Us, 
one Fold uuder one Shepherd. We are encou- 


raged to the purſuit of ſo defirable an end, 
-1 * many. very excellent things which are ſpoken 


of this addition to Chriſt's Kingdom in the 
Prophetic Writings. And St. Paul, in de- 
ſeribing the conſequences of that Event, hath 
even exceeded his uſual force of expreſſion: 
If the caſting away iof Them be the reconciling 
of the World, what fhall CRY: of them 


en en the dead. 


2 Ron. 11. is 


r 
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LASTLY, Since Chriſt himſelf TY now 


appeared, and the ſhadows of the Law are 
long ſince vaniſhed at the brightneſs of his Pre- 
ſence ; it concerns us, above all things, not to 


be found unworthy of the ſuperior Advantages 
we derive from his Goſpel. For the preſent 


circumſtances of the Jewiſh Nation, and of our 
own, contain in them the moſt powerful in- 


citements to Obedience, that can well be ima- 


gined. When we conſider that, if ſome of | 


rhe natural Branches be broken off, We, being 


a wild Olive-tree, were graffed in amongſt © 
them, and with them partake of the root and | 
fatneſs. of the Olive-tree; * we can hardly a- 
void beholding, as the Apoſtle calls =” us | 


to do, the Goodneſs and Severity of God : 


them which fell, Severity; but to us, Goolnels, 
if we continue in his goodneſs, otherwiſe we 
alſo ſhall be cut off. * — And on the other 


hand, what noble Encouragements have we 


to aſpire after the Character this infatuated | 
People loſt! For however the Kingdom of 
God be now enlarged, yet they only are con- 


fidered as the proper Subjects of it, who, re- 
lying on the Merits of their Redeemer, en- 
deavour to follow his Example, and obey his 


̃ :M Rom. 11. 17. b Ibid. 22. : 


Com- 
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Commands. Compoſed of theſe, there yet re- 
mãineth a Choſen and Peculiar People: ſepa- 
rated from all the reſt of the World, by a far 
more important, :tho' leſs viſible, diſtinction. 
Our bleſſed Lord ſtill koweth who are his; 
and. for this purpoſe gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and pu- 


rify unto himſelf a Peculiar People, zealous its 
* orks. 
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